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The Epic of Gilgamesh
The Epic of Gilgamesh is a text used in ancient Mesopotamia to tell a story and thus can be considered part of the oral tradition. There is a special language used in the text, which people were using in ancient times, which include Sumerian and Akkadian. There is lamentation present in the text, such as when Enkidu realizes that he could not have a heroic death in his dreams. Gilgamesh also laments Enkidu’s death by denying that Enkidu was dead when he stayed with his corpse till maggots started to drop from the corpse’s nose. Enkidu is mourned by calling upon all the rivers, fields, wild animals, forests and mountains by Gilgamesh. The text shows rituals performed during special events such as death and festivals. The text also elaborates the myth that people used to believe this traditional story as true, such as the great flood that gods send to kill the human beings and the immortality of human beings like Utnapishtim. 
The text of The Epic of Gilgamesh uses some style elements and literary devices that are important to help listeners stick to the text. The text contains a flowing story from how Enkidu came from the forest and met Gilgamesh and became friends. The text also details the adventures that Enkidu and Gilgamesh took, the prediction and death of Enkidu and the journey of Gilgamesh to identify the secret of eternal life. The storyline and language from the text are easy for people to follow. Symbolism in the text, such as an axe and meteor in Gilgamesh’s dream, represented Enkidu’s battle role and god-sent nature, respectively. Religious symbols in the text involve the rituals performed in Mesopotamia, such as interpretation of dreams, sex, sacrifices, magics and festivals (George, 21). 
The text shows parallelism with the Old Testament in the Bible. The Epic of Gilgamesh and the Old Testament show that man was created from the soil by unique and powerful beings and lived with wild animals. There is punishment for disobedience from both stories. In The Epic of Gilgamesh and the Old Testament stories, the woman tempts man. There are punctuation marks used in the text, such as question and exclamation marks, like “…smashing a stone wall!” (George, 2). There are also figures of speech used in the story to show direct words spoken by different characters. In the text of The Epic of Gilgamesh, some words have been repeatedly used. The phrase states, “…there was a man came, mightiest in hand, strength…” was used twice in the story (George, 6). 
Although The Epic of Gilgamesh and the Old Testament stories have significant similarities, there exist differences too. In the Epic of Gilgamesh, destruction was meant to people in one city, while in the Old Testament, the flood destroyed the entire humankind. The Epic of Gilgamesh shows that the flood was sent by a group of gods, while in the Old Testament text, only one unique being, God, sent the flood. In The Epic of Gilgamesh text, communication about the destruction was made through a dream. In the Old Testament context, communications were made directly from God to the hero. The boat in the text of The Epic of Gilgamesh was square with six stories. The boat in the Old Testament was rectangular with three stories. The Gilgamesh story shows that there were family members and other people in the boat, while only family members were present in the boat in the Old Testament text.
Gilgamesh and the gods have a strong relationship since, in the text, the gods are always present. The humans in this story live at the mercy of the gods since the gods have full control. The gods only intervene in the actions that are not pleasing, like punishing Enkidu through death when Humbaba was killed. The theme of the text can be immortality versus mortality. Immortality is evident when the gods in the texts do not face death despite being powerful. Mortality is displayed in the text by showing that human beings cannot evade death. The death of Humbaba and Enkidu is a prove of mortality in the epic of Gilgamesh. The difference between mortality and immortality was used in the flow of the text through Gilgamesh’s adventure to identify the secret of eternal life after the death of Enkidu. Mortality and immortality difference shows the reader that some of the rituals of passage such as death have been in existence. As a result, every human being will die since they are mortal.
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